An Archaeological Excavation at J11M42, Appleby MagLeicestershire.

An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation on Land at Rectory Lane, Appleby
Magna, L eicestershire (SK 308 102)
Planning Application N0.97/0126/PT

Summary

Archaeological excavation on land at Rectory Lane, Appleby Magna, Leicestershire (SK 308
102) was undertaken by University of Leicester Archaeological Services in advance of
development by JWA Architects and Loangain Ltd.. Excavations indicated the presence of a
small Romano-British farmstead of 4™ century date, with strong evidence for agricultural
activities, such as corn processing, being carried out on site, within insubstantial structures,
possibly representing the ancillary buildings of a main farm house.

1 Introduction

1.1 Loangain Ltd, in conjunction with JWA Architecipropose to build a new motel and
facilities on land near J11 of the M42, Rectory éaAppleby Magna, Leicestershire, (SK
308 102).

1.2 In accordance with the Department of the Emrirent Planning Policy Guideline No.
16 (PPG 16 Archaeology and Planning), an archaaabglesk based assessment was
undertaken by the University of Leicester Archagadal Services (ULAS Report No.
99/23), which concluded that the archaeologicakpial of the area was unknown, since
little archaeological survey work had been caroatin the parish.

As the site lies beyond the historic core of thiage of Appleby Magna and formed part of
the open field system at this time, it was sugge#itat any archaeological remains present
would be likely to predate the medieval period aedwvell preserved close to the surface, as
the site has existed as undisturbed pasture lasdhgsequent times.

1.3 As part of an archaeological condition of piagn permission a scheme of
archaeological survey work was undertaken, pridghéodevelopment of the area.

1.4 Initially, geophysical survey of the developmarea was undertaken by ULAS, on
behalf of JWA Architects Ltd. The results of thensy proved inconclusive as to the
presence/absence of archaeological deposits. Betad results of the geophysical survey are
contained in ULAS Report No. 99/142.

15 Results of the subsequent archaeological etahyan the form of trial trenching,
however, indicated the presence of Romano-Britispodits within the development area,
including possibly structural remains. In view dietevaluation results in relation to the
‘footprint' of the development, two areas, eachsuaeag 30m by 30m, were opened up for
archaeological excavation, located to target thehaeological deposits observed within
trenches 4 and 8 of the evaluation.

1.6  The archaeological evaluation and excavationthed development area were
commissioned from (ULAS) and were directed by Seiarke.
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2 L ocation
The site lies approximately 28km west of Leicestehppleby Magna parish in the district of
north west Leicestershire (SK 308 102). It considtan area ot.2.7 ha, within which it is

proposed to construct an hotel and ancillary faedi The site is located outside the village of
Appleby Magna, on fairly flat land, at a heightcd8m OD.

3 Geology

The Ordnance Survey Geological Survey of GreataBriSheet 155 indicates that the
underlying geology consists of sandstone with baridgercia Mudstone.

4 Archaeological and Historical Background

4.1 Archaeological background

No known archaeological sites were listed in theRSfidr the development area itself.
The SMR lists four sites of medieval origin, exigt within the centre of the village of
Appleby Magna.

30NWS SAM17061 (SK 316 098) Moat House, Appleby Magna. Medievalnoral
complex, moat and fishponds earthworks, dovecadel&th century manor house buildings.

30NWT (SK 315098) Church of St. Michael, Appleby MagBated to 14th century.
30NWZ (SK 316 097) Medieval village of Appleby Magna.

30NWJ (SK 314 098) Medieval/ post-medieval villagetleaorks.

4.2 Historical Background

Appleby is entered under Derbyshire in the DomesBagk. Land was owned there by
Countess Godeva and Henry de Ferieres. Walkerkwié#a built to replace the Moat House
as the residence of the Lord of the Manor, in #wre of the village.

The manor of Appleby Magna was purchased by SirstdalDixie in 1604 and given to the
trustees of Market Bosworth School, of which he tesfounder.

No Enclosure or Tithe maps include the proposecldpwment area. Ordnance Survey maps

show that the area has changed very little bet@882 and the present day. Parts of the field
were lost during the widening of the A453 and A4dsk roads.

5 Aims and Methods
51 The Evaluation

In accordance with ULAS (1999)esign Soecification for Archaeological Work, fourteen
trial trenches, measuring 30m by 1.6m, were exealalocated within areas where the
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development would be most destructive to the abgy. These trenches represented a 2%
sample of the development area.

A JCB 3CX, fitted with a 1.6m wide ditching buckeias used to remove topsoil and subsaoil,
where present, until archaeological remains ontiteral geological substratum was reached.
This was carried out under archaeological supamwisAll machined layers were recorded
and the spoil was examined for finds.

Trenches were examined by hand cleaning. The |lemse Ordnance Datum (OD) of all
machined layers were recorded along the lengtheofrenches. All deposits of potentially
archaeological significance were investigated awbrded. The work followed the Institute
of Field Archaeologists’ (IFARandard and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluation.

The locations of the trenches were recorded usiigmcon GTS-212 Electronic Distance
Measurer linked to a Psion hand held data logger.

The aims of the archaeological evaluation were:

1) To establish the nature, character and extent pfaachaeological deposits within
the area to be affected by the proposed development

2) To establish a date range for any archaeologiqadsits located.

3) To define the state of preservation of any suclosiéR including the potential for
environmental data.

4) To assess the local, regional and national impoetaf any deposits.

5.2 The Excavation

The results of the evaluation indicated two possifidcal points for the archaeological

activity observed within the evaluation trenchesea1, measuring 30m long by 30m wide,
was positioned to locate the extent of the arcluagodl deposits observed within Trenches 4
and 12 of the evaluation. Area 2, also measuring Bihg by 30m wide, was positioned to

locate the extent of features observed within Tmes® and 10.

Each area was excavated using two JCB 3CX mechaligggers; each equipped with a 1.6m
wide toothless ditching bucket. The topsoil andssilb where present, were removed in
spits, under constant archaeological supervisidil aither archaeological features, or the
natural geological substratum were revealed.

Each excavation area was subject to partial haednaig, in order to clearly define the
archaeological remains present. All excavated salogical deposits were recorded using
the standard ULAS conventions. The work followkd tnstitute of Field Archaeologists’
(IFA) Sandard and Guidance for Archaeological Excavation and ULAS (1999)Design
Specification for Archaeological Excavation and Archaeological Attendance during
Groundworks.

Each area was located using a Topcon GTS Electiistance Measurer linked to a hand
held data logger. The data were processed usirsyirirt Survey software. Final digital
drawings were produced using TurboCAD.
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The aims of the excavation, as set out in Bwsign Specification for Archaeological
Excavation and Archaeological Attendance During Groundworks, Rectory Lane, Appleby
Magna, Leicestershire (K 308 102) (ULAS 1999) were:

1) To ascertain the function, date and chronoldgh® archaeological deposits present.
2) To locate and record any structural elementsciested with these deposits.

3) To recover environmental data likely to providéormation on the economy and local
environment of the settlement.

6 Results of the Evaluation

Fourteen trial trenches were excavated within txeetbpment area. Each trench was 1.6m
wide. The natural substratum in all trenches waschMéviudstone.
Throughout the report archaeological features thaen referred to using numbers:

[-] has been used for cut numbersh&s been used for context numbers

6.1 Trench 1

Trench 1 Details

Context Numbers: 1, 2

Length: 33m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m
Surface level (m OD): 99.89
Base of Trench (m OD): 99. 54

Trench 1 was located in the north of the develograesa, aligned east/west, on the line of
the proposed access road for the site. The natulkeloil was reached at a depthc@5m
and consisted of red sandy clay.

Three furrows, consisting of mid- orange brown,dsaday, found to contain post- medieval
pottery, were recorded in Trench 1. These furroveasured approximately 3m wide and
were regularly spaced, aligned north-west/south-eas

At the western end of the trench, a linear featuas observed to cut through the geological
substratum, aligned north-east/south-west and ngnanderneath the baulk at either end. A
section was excavated through the linear featin@ysg Cut [2] to be a narrow gully, 0.95m
wide and 0.32m deep, with a flattish base. Its(fibntext (1)) consisted of compact, pale,
orange brown sandy clay, containing medium sizéables. No dating evidence was found.
Fill (1) was identical to context (15), the fill af linear feature [16], observed on the same
alignment as [2] in Trench 11. A section excavatedugh (15) showed the gully [16] to
have a similar profile to gully [2] and it is prdila that both profiles pertain to the same
feature, a linear gully running across the area.
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6.2 Trench 2

Trench 2 Details

Context Numbers: None
Length: 30m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.32m
Surface level (m OD): 99.97
Base of Trench (m OD): 99.65

Trench 2 was situated to the south west of Trench &ligned
north-north-west/south-south-east, along the lind® proposed access road.

One plough furrow, consisting of a mid orange brpsandy clay, found to contain post-
medieval pottery, was recorded in Trench 2. Theofurwas approximately 7m wide and it
was aligned north-west/south-east.

No deposits of archaeological significance weresoled in this trench.

6.3 Trench 3

Trench 3 Details

Context Numbers: None
Length: 30m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m
Surface level (m OD): 100.30
Base of Trench (m OD): 99.95

Trench 3 was located to the south of Trench 2,catbe line of the proposed access road, on
a south-west/north-east alignment.

At approximately 15.3m from the south-west endhef trench, was a linear area of disturbed
ground, measuring 0.7m in width. This containedgrmants of brick and sherds of
post-medieval pottery and was found to correspoittll thie line of an earlier field boundary,
which appears on the O.S. map of 1882.

6.4 Trench 4

Trench 4 Details

Context Numbers: (3) (4) (9) (10) (11)
Length: 30m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.32m

Surface level (m OD): 100.90

Base of Trench (m OD): 100.58

5 ULAS Report No. 2000/49



An Archaeological Excavation at J11M42, Appleby MagLeicestershire.

Trench 4 was aligned north-north-west/south-soat$t-and located within the area proposed
for the footprint of the main hotel building.

Four plough furrows were observed to cross thectreat regular intervals, on a
north-west/south-east alignment.

At the southern end of the trench, a number ofraotiing archaeological features was
observed. These features remained unexcavatety gaé to restrictions on time but it was
also felt that certain chronological relationshgosild be better understood in the context of a
larger excavated area. Despite this, hand cleamiirtbe area provided dating evidence for
each of the features noted in the trench.

Context (3) was recorded as an area of mid redadlistvn sandy clay, containing common
medium sized pebbles and producing sherds of Rgutary. Context (3) had an unknown
relationship with Context (10), an irregularly skdpdeposit comprising small and medium
sized pebbles, pressed into greyish brown, saraly 8urface cleaning of Context (10) also
produced sherds of Roman pottery.

Context (4) consisted of dark greyish brown, sillggy containing occasional medium sized
pebbles and flecks of charcoal. This feature pdadufrom the north-eastern baulk of the
trench and appeared to form part of a linear featbutt-ending near, or having some
unknown relationship with Context (11), the darkidish brown silty clay fill of a linear
feature running beneath the opposite baulk. Suréeaning of this area produced dating
evidence from each feature.

Context (9) appeared as the fill of a post-holestigature, a subcircular patch of mid greyish
brown, silty clay. No finds were produced with wiito date this feature.

6.5 Trench 5

Trench 5 Details

Context Numbers: None
Length: 33m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m

Surface level (m OD): 101.00
Base of Trench (m OD): 100.65

Trench 5 was aligned east/west and positioned rigettigpart of the footprint of the hotel

building.
No deposits of archaeological significance weresoled in this trench.

6.6 Trench 6

Trench 6 Details
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Context Numbers: None
Length: 30m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m
Surface level (m OD):100.10
Base of Trench (m OD): 99.75

Trench 6 was located to the south of Trench 2nalignorth-north-west/south-south-east and
positioned to target the footprint of the main hotalding.

A plough furrow measuring approximately 7m in widdhd found to contain sherds of
modern pottery was recorded on a north-west/scashaignment.

No deposits of archaeological significance weresoled in this trench.

6.7 Trench 7

Trench 7 Details

Context Numbers: None
Length: 31m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m
Surface level (m OD): 100.75
Base of Trench (m OD):100.40

Trench 7 was located to target the area of theqeegh car park and was aligned east/west.
No deposits of archaeological significance weresoled in this trench.

6.8 Trench 8

Trench 8 Details

Context Numbers: (5)- (8), (19)- (23)
Length: 30.5m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m

Surface level (m OD): 100.50

Base of Trench (m OD): 100.15

Trench 8 was aligned north-west/south-east and pgagioned along the exit road for the
proposed development.
A plough furrow was observed to run along the largjtthe north-eastern edge of the trench.

(22) was a number assigned to an irregularly shapea of dark, greyish brown, silty clay.
This deposit was partly obscured by the ploughofurr~ollowing the removal of the plough
furrow, by hand, it seemed that (22) comprised reedr strip of what appeared to be
intercutting post-hole type features.

(5) was a discrete, sub-circular feature, alignedy\closely to (22). Excavation of this
feature showed [55] to be a shallow, circular, gude type feature with a rounded bottom.
The dark, greyish brown, silty, clay fill (5) comad flecks of charcoal and one sherd of
Roman pottery.
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(6), (7), (28) and (21) were numbers assignedno $ipots within a large, irregularly shaped
spread of dark, greyish brown, silty clay. Where ¢t for the land drain, contained within
the plough furrow, had truncated this deposit,rtariral Mercia Mudstone could be seen. No
differences between fill types could be distingeshvithin this spread. The truncation of this
archaeological deposit, by the land drain and ke glough furrow, made it difficult to
ascertain its true nature and it was left unexeavantil it could be better understood through
the excavation of the surrounding area.

(8) was a number assigned to a spot find, congistirb sherds of mortaria, found within the
north-eastern baulk section. The JCB was used ¢avate a slot perpendicular to the main
trench body, in order to locate any archaeologieglosit to be associated with find spot (8).
Although no such deposit was located, the extrarshealed the mid greyish brown, sandy,
clay fill of what appeared to be the butt-end ofaarow, linear feature (19). No finds were
obtained with which to date this feature.

6.9 Trench 9

Trench 9 Details

Context Numbers: None
Length: 30.5m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m
Surface level (m OD): 99.85
Base of Trench (m OD): 99.50

Trench 9 was located to target the proposed balgmmnd, and was aligned east/west.
One plough furrow was observed; this measured 5mdewiand was aligned
north-west/south-east.

No deposits of archaeological significance weremed in this trench.

6.10 Trench 10

Trench 10 Details

Context Numbers: (12) (13) (14)
Length: 14m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m

Surface level (m OD): 100.30
Base of Trench (m OD): 99.95

Trench 10 was aligned north-west/south-east andoasisioned to locate any continuation of
the archaeological deposits observed within Trehch
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(12) (13) and (14) were numbers assigned to firatsswithin what may turn out to be one
large spread of dark, greyish brown, silty clayisTieature was left unexcavated, as it was
thought that it could be better understood withi@a tontext of a larger excavated area.

6.11 Trench 11

Trench 11 Details

Context Numbers: (15) [16]
Length: 10m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.31m

Surface level (m OD): 100.70
Base of Trench (m OD): 100.39

Trench 11 was aligned north-west/south-east antigrosd to locate a continuation of linear
feature [2] that was observed in Trench 1.

At the north-western end of the trench a lineardbahpale, orange brown, sandy clay (15)
was observed to cut through the natural geologyaonorth-east/south-west alignment.
Context (15) was identical in nature to Context @en in Trench 1. Excavation of (15)
showed the profile of [159] to be very similar toetprofile of [2]. As these features
displayed very similar characteristics in both andl fill and as they are exactly aligned, it is
probable that both features represent a singlegatingully type feature, running

north-east/south-west across the development area.

No dating evidence was produced from context (15).

6.12 Trench 12

Trench 12 Details

Context Numbers: (17) (18)
Length: 10.9m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m

Surface level (m OD): 100.60
Base of Trench (m OD): 100.25

Trench 12 was aligned north-west/south-east andoasisioned to locate any continuation of
the archaeological deposits seen in Trench 4.

A plough furrow, containing a post-medieval lanaidr also aligned north-west/south-east
truncated the length of the south-western sidaéetrtench.

Towards the north-west end of the trench thereavaatch of dark, greyish brown, silty clay
(17), which yielded sherds of Roman pottery durmgchining. The overlying furrow
material was removed by hand, but the deposit apgdegther to have been truncated by the
furrow, or to butt-end. This feature was not ext¢aslat this time, and appeared to be either a
large circular pit, or the rounded butt-end of tlali

6.13 Trench 13
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Trench 13 Details

Context Numbers: None
Length: 15m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m

Surface level (m OD): 101.15
Base of Trench (m OD): 100.80

Trench 13 was aligned north-west/south-east andoasisioned to locate any continuation of
archaeological deposits seen in Trench 12.

Much of the base of the trench lay obscured byofurmaterial, from a plough furrow
running along the same alignment as the trenchoadth the undisturbed Mercia Mudstone
was visible along the south-western edge of thectre

No archaeological deposits were located in thiscineat the time of evaluation.

6.14 Trench 14

Trench 14 Details

Context Numbers: None
Length: 15m

Width: 1.6m

Average Depth: 0.35m

Surface level (m OD): 100.40
Base of Trench (m OD): 100.05

Trench 14 was aligned north-west/south-east andpasisioned to locate any continuation to
the north-east, of archaeological deposits se@mench 4.

Much of the base of the trench remained obscuredubhpw material. Natural Mercia
Mudstone was observed towards the north-westernoéntie trench. No archaeological
deposits were located in this trench.

7 Discussion

Fourteen trial trenches were excavated within #neetbpment area, and of these Trenches 1,
4, 8, 10, 11 and 12 produced evidence of archamalogctivity. Medieval ridge and furrow
ploughing activity was revealed across the siignad roughly north-west/south-east.

Context numbers were given to features prior taaeation, in order to locate pottery finds.
The gqully (1)[2] that was recorded within trench appears to be aligned roughly
north-east/south-west and it is likely that gultys)[159], located within trench 11, is a
continuation of the same feature. Excavation ofheecontext indicated a similar fill of

compact, orange brown, sandy clay and showed thg gube V-shaped, approximately
1.0m wide at the top and 0.32m deep. A slot wastbumugh each gully segment recorded,
but no finds were recovered.
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No other features were excavated during the evaluais it was thought that they would be
better understood within the context of a largeraasf excavation. All features are discussed
later in the text as part of the main excavati@tassion.

8 Results of the Excavation

8.1 Based on the findings of the archaeologicaluaw®mn, it was decided that two larger
areas were to be subject to topsoil stripping inattempt to locate the extent of the
archaeological deposits recorded within evaluatienches 4, 8, 10 and 12.

Area 1 measured 30 metres square and was positiongtie southern part of the
development area, to locate the extent of archge@bdeposits recorded within trenches 8
and 10.

Area 2 also measured 30m square and was positiorted western part of the development
area, to locate the extent of archaeological dépostorded within trenches 4 and 12.

Upon the stripping of the topsoil and the subsaylels, a clear pattern of plough furrows
emerged across each area, with each furrow megs@+8m wide and running on a
north-west/south-east alignment. The heavy ploughrtivity that took place across the site
will have resulted in the heavy truncation of thederlying archaeological deposits and
therefore accounts for the shallow depth of som@@features encountered.

Areal
Group 1

A cluster of archaeological deposits was locatedhimm southern part of area 1, possibly
representing two relatively contemporary, but distrepisodes of activity. The earliest
episode of activity was represented by linear gi@8]. The gully had a flattish base and was
aligned north/south, truncated on its southern jpgttbthe edge of excavation. To the north,
the gully was truncated by a plough furrow, runnpegpendicular to the gully, and it did not
appear on the other side. The fill of the gully23), consisted of mid greyish brown, silty
clay, containing pebbles and occasional charcaadkf. Two sections were excavated
through the gully producing, in total, 32 sherdskaiman pottery.

At right angles to gully [59] was a second buttiegdyully, [38]. This gully had an uncertain
relationship with [59]. Its fill, (37) had been hiy truncated and consisted of mid greyish
brown, sandy clay that produced no dating evidence.

Cut into the top of the gully was [6], a large, sebtangular feature with a flattish base. The
feature measured approximately 4m long by 3m watel had been truncated across its
width by a clay pipe land drain. The feature wasrtam by a plough furrow, which had to be

removed by hand, and this may account for its sthatlepth, which was no more than 0.1m.
Its fill, (7), consisted of dark greyish brown,tgilclay, containing pebbles and charcoal
flecks, producing a total of 39 sherds of lafecentury Roman pottery. Also found within

(7), by metal detector, was a bronze coin (Smatl fio. 2). The coin depicted the Emperor
Magnentius, dating to 350-353 AD.

Around the southern and eastern edges of [6], asplecting the shape of the cut, were five
shallow post-holes, each measuring approximateér.in diameter. All postholes had a
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similar fill of mid greyish brown, silty clay, anof these, [61] and [63] were observed to cut
into the top of gully (23) [59]. No finds were olrtad from the post-holes.

Although corresponding post-holes were looked fouad the northern and western edges of
[6], they were not found. It is possible that thHead once been there, but that the plough
furrow observed to truncate feature (7)[6] had reedbany evidence of further associated
features. The extent of the truncation of theseosiép by the plough furrow, can be
appreciated when we consider the shallow depthefdatures remaining- the depths of the
five post-holes recorded varied between 0.05m ab@ing.

To the west of, and possibly associated with Clit \&s a short alignment of possible

post-holes, running north-west/south-east. Thehsaugistern edge of the alignment had been
clearly truncated by the trench for the modern ldradn and this truncation by the land drain
and by the plough furrow had resulted in the shalttepth of these post-holes. [45] was
sub-circular in plan, with a diameter of approxietat0.35m. (44) consisted of mid greyish

brown sandy clay, with occasional charcoal flecksl @roduced two sherds of Roman

pottery.

Cuts [47], [54] and [49] were intercutting post-&s| on the same alignment as [45], although
their relationships were unclear. Each fill wasao$imilar type, consisting of mid greyish
brown sandy, silty clay. (22)[54] produced threersls of Roman pottery.

The final post-hole in the alignment was [55], alkiw, sub-circular feature, measuring
approximately 0.40m in diameter. The fill, (5), wafsa similar type to the other associated
post-holes and produced one sherd of Roman pottery.

It is uncertain whether these post-holes can becagsd with the activity represented by the
other features within Group 1, or whether they fednpart of a second, separate structure,
that had been truncated away by the plough furrow.

Group 2
A second grouping of features was located in tmereeof Area 1, to the north of Group 1.

[14] was a shallow, sub rectangular feature, witthattish base, measuring approximately
3.2m wide by 3.7m long. Its fill (12) consistedadrk greyish brown, silty clay, containing
large pebbles, heat-cracked stones and charcolkfle

Excavation of the feature produced 127 sherds ofid&opottery, dated to the lat8 dentury.
Also found within the fill was a burnt fragment tbfe upperstone from a rotary quern, used
for grinding corn, an iron hobnail and two pins,dedrom copper alloy.

Once [14] had been emptied of its fill, a sequeoic&3 stakeholes was located, lining the
southern edge of the feature. Each stakehole mech€u@5m square, in plan, and each fill
consisted of mid yellowish brown, sandy clay.

To the west of [14] were two intercutting post-t®lg51] and [53], with an unknown
relationship. Each post-hole appeared to be swdair in plan, with a diameter of 0.5m.
Each fill consisted of dark greyish brown, sandity lay. Context (50) produced three
sherds and (52) produced two sherds of Roman potter
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Group 3
Group 3 was located towards the northern perinwdtérea 1.

[39] was a highly truncated, sub-rectangular/linpartype feature. lIts fill, (31), actually
consisted of two separate layers. The uppermostr layas found to consist of a shallow
spread of dark brown, sandy clay, containing freqyeebbles and stones, of all sizes, and
occasional flecks of charcoal. Beneath this shalkyer was a compact spread of large and
medium sized cobbles, that had been pressed iatoatural. This feature appeared to exist
as a cut in the ground, rather than as a layersorrface, but had a maximum depth of 0.2m.
In the centre of the feature was a shallow butceathle, sub-circular shaped depression. (31)
was excavated from the feature in its entirety aa@9 sherds of Roman pottery were
recovered, dateable to 350+ AD. Also recovered ftbenfill were four fragments of quern,
two with evidence of post breakage burning, and ranze coin depicting Emperor
Constantine |, dated to 307-337 AD.

To the west of [39] were two parallel, linear gedli[41] and [43]. The gullies displayed
similar characteristics in their fills and in theumt shapes. The western extent of the gullies
were limited by the edge of excavation, whilst he tast both appeared to butt-end below
[39]. Each gully produced sherds of Roman pott@ithough, stratigraphically, the gullies
pre-date [39], it is not certain whether the defsompresent two separate phases of activity
or whether they are contemporary.

To the north-west of [39] was a very shallow posliehtype feature (56), consisting of mid

brown, sandy clay with flecks of charcoal. No pottevas recovered from this feature.

Although further post-holes were looked for, nonerevfound and it may be that the plough
furrows closely aligned on either side of [39] fiesbtroyed all evidence of further associated
deposits.

Other Features

To the south-west of area 1 was a small collectbnrregularly shaped post-hole type
features. (32), (33) and (34) had evidently sutfgpgough damage, as the scarring could be
seen in the ground and this could account for thegularities in their plan shapes. It is
equally possible that the three contexts couldesgmt one single, truncated pit-type feature.
Each fill consisted of mid greyish brown, silty gland one sherd of Roman pottery was
recovered from (33).

Area?2
The Ditches

Segments of three apparently parallel ditches wererded within area 2, aligned roughly
east / west.

The most northerly of the ditches was represente{l76], measuring approximately 2.5m
wide at the surface. Two slots were excavated tiirahe ditch and examination of each

13 ULAS Report No. 2000/49



An Archaeological Excavation at J11M42, Appleby MagLeicestershire.

section face showed the ditch to have a differeafilp in each instance. The first section
showed the ditch to be approximately 0.5m deeh W& sides and a flat base. The second
section through the ditch showed its profile todnavore steeply sloping sides and a rounded
base.

The ditch fill was made up of three different cotise representing, the gradual silting up of
[76]. The primary fill of the ditch, (75) consisted reddish brown, sandy clay containing
occasional pebbles and charcoal. A single shefdaohan pottery was recovered from this
layer. The overlying (74) consisted of mid yellowisrown sandy clay. The uppermost fill of
the ditch, (24) consisted of dark greyish browmdsa silty clay, containing pebbles and
charcoal. Thirty-three sherds of pottery were recest from (24), dated to the lat&-3th
century.

Approximately 15m to the south of [76] was a secdiitdh on the same alignment. This
feature [86] measured approximately 2m wide atstimace and was 0.5m deep, with a flat
base. The primary fill, (85) consisted of mid yellsh brown, sandy clay, containing pebbles
and charcoal flecks and produced 16 sherds of Rgu#ary, dating to the late third-fourth
century. The uppermost fill of the ditch, (29) cstesd of dark greyish brown, sandy, silty
clay, containing pebbles and charcoal and 29 stafrB®man pottery, dated to the lafe- 4"
century.

Approximately 10m to the south of [86], a small memgt of a third ditch, [131], was
recorded. A small section was excavated throughditeh, which showed it to measure
approximately 2.5m wide at the surface and appratetg 0.7m deep, with a V-shaped
profile. The primary fill of [131] was (151), whictonsisted of reddish brown, sandy clay.
Context (130) consisted of mid yellowish brown,d&auclay, containing pebbles and charcoal
and producing 12 sherds of third-fourth centurytgrgt The uppermost fill of the ditch, (129)
consisted of dark greyish brown, sandy, silty céend contained 19 sherds of 4th century
pottery.

Group 4

Group 4 is the collective name given to the arclaageal deposits recorded to lie in between
ditches [131] and [86].

[128] was a shallow, possibly sub-rectangular sarfeature, similar to [14] located in area
1, although as this feature, truncated by the edgexcavation, was not fully revealed, it is
difficult to define. Measuring approximately 3m widthe fill of [128], (17) consisted of
dark greyish brown, silty clay, 0.2m deep, contagniragments of burnt stone and occasional
flecks of charcoal. Excavation of the fill recover£09 sherds of third-fourth century pottery,
five fragments of tegula roof tile and a fragmewini the upperstone of a rotary quern. Also
recovered from (17) were two highly corroded irdnyeats, one of which was identifiable as
a possible knife blade.

There was no evidence of features that could becaged with [128], although the fact that
this feature had been truncated by a plough futmthie north and was limited by the edge of
excavation to the south, meant that there was bilportunity to record any such features.

To the east of [128] was a spread of dark greyrslwb, silty clay. Context numbers (27),
(28) and (144) were assigned to different areathisflayer, but it is possible that they are
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part of the same deposit. The layer was removethand, producing 23 sherds of fourth
century pottery and revealing several featuresntatthe natural below.

[153] and [156] appeared to be two butt-endingigsyjlcrossing each other at right angles,
although the exact nature of their relationship was clear. [153] was aligned roughly

east/west, butt-ending to the west. [156], alignedh/south, crossed [153] just before the
butt-end, itself butt-ending to the north. Bothlgs were highly truncated and produced no
pottery.

[150] was a third gully aligned roughly south-wastth-east. This feature was also highly
truncated, being no more than 0.20m wide and 0.08ep. One sherd of Roman pottery was
produced from its fill.

Appearing to respect the line of this gully wastpdra possible surface (145). This consisted
of a layer of closely packed cobbles, measuring@pmately 100mm by 80mm (average
size). The cobbles were contained within a shalloval depression, measuring 2m long by
1m wide. Although it is possible that this feataray have been part of a hearth, there was no
abundance of charcoal and no evidenceno§itu burning that one might expect with a
hearth-type feature. Eighteen sherds of fourthurgriRoman pottery were removed from the
cobble layer.

To the south of (145) there was a narrow, linealtygwaligned north-west/south-east.
Although gully [148] was very shallow and truncatedthe north-west by a plough furrow;
to the south-east by the edge of excavation- lits(1i47), produced eight sherds of fourth
century pottery.

The Corn Drying Oven

A hearth- type feature, identified as a probablearying oven, was located in the western
part of Area 2. This consisted of a linear pit,][80easuring approximately 1.8m in length
and 0.16m deep, cut into the natural boulder Clédne pit was aligned roughly north/south,
the northern end measuring 0.6m in width, beingewighd more rounded than the tapered
southern end. The southern end of [80] measureghDwide and proved to be the deepest
part of the feature, with a shallow but noticedbtavl' at the end. [80] was lined with a burnt
layer of silty clay, (79), rich in charcoal, witlvidence of having been burnt situ, in the
form of red, scorched natural clay around the feafd9) was thicker and the signs of
scorching were more apparent in the vicinity of tleethern, bulb-end of the corn dryer. A
sample of (79) was taken for environmental analysisich showed a high density of
carbonised cereal grains, representing glume whéatscum sp. and hulled barley. Above
(79) was (30), a layer of dark, orange brown, sdlgy, containing occasional flecks of
charcoal and a single fragment of animal bones ltikely that this layer represents the
infilling of the corn dryer, following its disus@&lo finds were obtained from either context
with which to date the corn dryer.

Group 5

To the west of the corn dryer was a group of hgavilncated features, located on a ridge
between two plough furrows.
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The earliest of these features appeared to be ,[EOBarrow, linear gully, aligned roughly
east/west. The gully measured approximately 90mep dend 0.30m wide. Its fill, (108),
consisted of mid greyish brown silty clay and preetli two sherds of late™®™ century
pottery. The gully was truncated at either end Ipyoagh furrow and the modern disturbance
associated with a former field boundary.

Possibly cutting [109] was a second gully, [99igaéd roughly north/south, to form a right
angle. [99] measured 0.6m wide and 0.26m deep aithshaped profile, running for 6m
before being truncated by a plough furrow. Theiesirlfill of [99], (110), produced two
sherds of Roman pottery whilst the latest fill, p4dduced 21 sherds of 4¢entury pottery.

Cutting into gully [99] from the west, were two behding gullies. [82] was aligned roughly
east/west, measuring 5m in length and butt-endirgpth ends with the western end cutting
through (4). [78] was aligned roughly south-westifineeast, measuring approximately 6m in
length, also butt-ending at both ends with the medstern end cutting through (4). (77)
produced a single sherd of Roman pottery. At tmetjon of gullies [99] and [78], within
(110) was the upper portion of a cow cranium, ipooating both horns.

[112] was a shallow, linear pit-type feature, appeato cut into the top fill of gully [99], and
measuring approximately 1.8m long by 0.6m wide.filts (111) consisted of mid greyish
brown silty clay and produced two sherds of Romaitepy.

Five metres to the west of gully [99], was a sec¢oparallel gully. [105] also aligned
north/south, measuring 3m in length, butt-endinghat southern end and truncated by a
plough furrow to the north. [105] had been highilyncated, measuring 0.6m wide and 0.17m
deep, with a rounded base. A single sherd of Ropwtery was produced from Context
(104), along with fragments of animal bone.

Between gullies [99] and [105] was a cluster of Bipiégs and post-holes that did not appear
to form any obvious structural associations. Thaepp obtained from the features in this
area suggests a fourth century date for the agtihiey represent. Small quantities of iron
slag were produced from a number of the featur@hisharea and although it was not clear
whether they represented the smelting or the smighgtages of iron working, it does

suggest that small-scale metal-working activity wedsng place in the vicinity.

9 Discussion

9.1 Despite the effects of truncation, by the mealieand post-medieval ploughing
systems, over much of the site and despite thdaimns of the small areas available for
archaeological survey, the excavations have regeale interesting range of deposits
providing evidence of activity during the later Ramperiod.

The Evidence for Agricultural Activity

9.2  TheCorn Drying Oven

16 ULAS Report No. 2000/49



An Archaeological Excavation at J11M42, Appleby MagLeicestershire.

Of the corn drying ovens recorded in Britain, moste been located next to villa settlements
and stone built aisled buildings of th& @&nd 4" centuries. Different forms have been
identified, but the following components have beenhforward as the main criteria for their
identification: a stoking area, a fire place, flael a drying floor (Morris, 1979).

Spelt wheat is thought to have been the most comarop grown in Roman Britain,
produced for the purposes of bread making (Mongki®85,35). The different stages of crop
processing for bread making can sometimes be fa=htdy the appropriate residues left as
waste. Following initial threshing, to remove theaigs from their stalks, the resulting
'spikelets’ were subject to further stages of pagchnd pounding in order to free the grains
from their husks, or 'glumes’. The result was thea sieved to remove the purified grain,
leaving chaff and weed seeds as waste by-prodUieespresence of quern stones can perhaps
be an indication of the milling of the grains foetproduction of flour.

The corn drying oven found at Appleby Magna wasaofery simple form representing,
perhaps, the remains of the stoking bowl. Any evigeof a superstructure, including the
drying platform that would have held the grain Hagken truncated away by subsequent
ploughing. Environmental analysis of (79), the kdming of the corn drier, showed a high
density of carbonised plant material within thé fikith a large proportion of wheat grain. It
was thought that the sample represented wheatelsfsk the name given to the husked
grains after initial threshing.

Corn drying ovens previously found in Leicestershinclude the Roman villa sites at
Norfolk Street, Leicester (Lucas, 1980, 83) ande¢at Casterton (Morris, 1979). Another
corn drying oven was discovered at the RomanodBrisite recently excavated at Crown
Hills, Leicester (Chapman, forthcoming). This exdnwas of a similar form to the Appleby
Magna corn dryer, consisting of an elongated piasneng 1.27m long, with a bulb end
measuring 0.81m wide and a narrower ‘flue' meag@ia7m wide.

9.3 The Sunken Features

Two large sunken features of comparable size wecatéd in the southern part of the
development area, within Area 1.

[7] and [14] displayed similar characteristics lre thature of their fill and of their form. Both
features were roughly sub-rectangular in plan, on@@g approximately 3m wide by 4m
long. Both features showed some structural evidealteough plough truncation may have
destroyed evidence of further structural depos$itgs tould have been associated with these
features.

[7] appeared to be encircled by a ring of five kivalpost-holes. Each post-hole appeared to
have roughly the same diameter. Although no findsewobtained with which to date any of
the post-holes, it seems likely that they were hiyigontemporary with [7] as they follow
the line of the cut so closely. Corresponding pusées from the northern side of the feature
are missing and it is likely that the plough furrdlaat was observed to have truncated
through the feature, has destroyed all evidentkese shallower deposits.

[14] displayed a sequence of 13 square shapedhstigisearound its southern edge, to form a
rough line of stakes around approximately half g feature. Again, the proximity of the
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feature to large plough furrows on either side &stg)that more deposits that could have
been associated with this group, may have beenogest by the medieval ploughing and the
later ploughing undertaken to level the ridge amdoiw in the field.

A third sunken feature, [128] was located in thatBern part of Area 2. [128] was of a size
comparable to [7] and [14], although the full exteh he feature was not seen as it was
truncated, to the south by the baulk edge of exgavand to the north by a plough furrow.

The plough furrow was removed by hand, revealimgetige of [128]. However, the depth of

the plough furrow meant that any evidence of stmadtremains, recorded in conjunction

with similar features [7] and [14], that may haweh associated with [128], would have been
destroyed.

Environmental analysis of (17) showed a predomiaant chaff items in the sample,
representing the glumes, or the husks from pargheiths of spelt wheat. Chaff items were
predominant in all of the context samples subje@rvironmental analysis and this is a good
indication of crop processing works in the vicinity

Although the sunken feature building, or 'Grubersh@ia form of building more commonly
associated with the Saxon period, there have besmra examples recorded from
Romano-British sites around the country, includihg Isle of Thanet, in Kent (Bennet &
Williams, 1997), Crickley Hill in Gloucestershirdgfret, pers.comm) and the Lower Terrace
site at Tintagel Island (Harry, 1994).

At Crickley Hill, the site of a re-occupied Iron Adnill fort, several sunken feature buildings
were located that were thought to date to 400ADréfapers.comm). Some of these
examples had evidence of foundation wall stonesvegr@ thought to represent cob-walled
structures. Stakeholes found in association withctires found on the terrace at Tintagel,
dated to 395AD were thought to represent uprighéesluo support turf walls (Harry, 1997).

The results of the environmental analysis, whiabvjgles evidence of the waste products of
crop processing, and the presence of the identtioed drying oven suggest that all stages of
crop processing were being carried out on site.

Based on the results of the excavation, it is pdsghat the sunken features may represent
low-status structures which served as the 'workshwpere stages of crop processing were
undertaken, following the parching of the grairthe corn drying ovens.

The chaff items recovered from (17) suggests thigt $unken feature may have been the
location where the parched grain was pounded, deroto remove the grains from their
glumes. The presence of quern fragments both ingdd (12) suggest that the refined grain
was being milled on site and that these 'workshmay have been the focal points for more
than one type of activity, with the various stagésorn processing being undertaken in one
location.

The parching of grain in corn dryers has also meggested as a method of preserving the
corn for storage purposes, so that it could be tiz@aighout the year (Morris, 1979.25). As
the archaeological deposits on site indicate afjural activity on a small scale, perhaps
serving the domestic requirements of a single fegats this piecemeal method of activity
seems more likely and it is possible to imagine Isuzantities of corn being refined and
milled according to the needs of the households ot unlikely that the processing of the
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grain was undertaken within the ancillary farm @ings represented perhaps by [7] [14] and
[128].

94  TheThreshing Floors

The initial threshing stage of corn processing ifficdlt to identify using environmental
analysis of soil samples, as the waste produdhrekshing is straw, which would have been
removed for re-use elsewhere on site. Straw wasngortant ingredient used in the
construction of cob-walled buildings, which wasamenon method used in the construction
of low status, timber-frame, agricultural buildingé the Roman period (Morris, 1979).
However, as other stages of crop processing haae identified on site, it is likely that the
initial threshing of the corn took place nearby @nd possible that the two cobbled surfaces
recorded, (31) and (145), could represent threstomgs. Both contexts appeared to consist
of medium and large sized rounded cobbles contaméuin shallow depressions in the
ground. It is possible that the large quantitiebmafken pottery recovered from each context
were deposited on the floors in order to consatiddahe surfaces that each may represent. A
narrow gully [150] that was aligned against cobbtdface (145) may be a beam slot,
representing a timber-frame structure which mayehprovided shelter to the surface. All
other structural evidence pertaining to this featmay have been eradicated by the plough
furrow that appears to have truncated the nortbetant of the surface.

Other Activity
9.5  TheDitches

The three parallel ditches recorded within area&psome problems in their interpretation.
As the ditches were on the same alignment as tlokenad ridge and furrows apparent across
the development area they could represent a sepamase of medieval ploughing. However,
sections excavated through each ditch showed eaehoohave a good ditch-shaped profile
and the quantities of Roman pottery with the latkroy later pottery finds suggest that these
features were indeed Roman ditches, rather thameradglough furrows.

It is difficult to understand what function thesécbles may have served. [76] and [86] were
only 15m apart making it very difficult to envisaieem as enclosure ditches, as no returns
were located that would have formed the enclosure.

Another possible explanation for the ditches aradrthroximity could be that they represent
part of a cattle droveway, with the ditches actinglirect the cattle in a particular direction,
from one field to another. Such a droveway has hdentified, using geophysical survey,
from a multi-period site at Warren Farm, Lockingi{@utler & Ripper, 1998) but no similar
Roman examples are known from Leicestershire.

9.6 The Structural Evidence

It has been suggested above that the sunken fedbwated at Appleby Magna may represent
basic structural forms, possible ancillary buildingf a low status farming settlement. The
activity recorded on site has indicated the liketiti of the nearby presence of a central farm
building or villa.

Excavations in Leicestershire and nation-wide hsivewn that the archaeological evidence
of low status Romano-British farmstead buildinga ba minimal, with use of timber frames
and cob walling, as opposed to the stone builtiras of wealthier settlements, which leave
less ephemeral remains for the archaeological decor
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Excavations at Bonners Lane, Leicester (Finn, 19eBted the remains of &34" century
timber framed building, existing as an imprint efllges, or beam slots, representing external
walls, with correspondingly shallower slots for a@mtal, partition walls. Although the
building was heavily truncated by later depositse form of the building was easily
recognisable.

It is possible that the gullies of Group 5, witinea 2, could represent the beam slots of a
rectangular shaped, timber framed building, altlotige truncation, to the north and to the
south of the group, by plough furrows, makes ityvdifficult to substantiate this theory.
However, the fact that neither gully [99] or [10&)peared to continue to run on the other
side of the 3m wide plough furrow, suggesting tagnior termination of each feature,
suggests that these features might be structubedrghan drainage features or field systems.

In addition to the parallel gullies [99] and [10%)e right angle formed by gullies [99] and
[109] is also reminiscent of structural forms, alilgh once again, the later truncation of these
features by plough furrow makes it very hard torbere conclusive. Neither gully was
observed to continue to run on the southern sideeoplough furrow.

If the gullies of Group 5 do represent a structtien it is unlikely that the other features of
the group, the pits and post-holes contained by ghiies, are contemporary with the
building. Due to the undiagnostic cLuaIity of mudttlte pottery found within the features of
Group 5, with a date range of/@" century given for all contexts, it is not possilbte
suggest a time sequence for the activity in theaaalthough stratigraphically, the latest
phase of activity is represented by Context (10, pebble surface and Context (122), the
occupation layer above it.

10 Conclusion

The archaeological excavations undertaken at AgpMagna have provided us with a rare
opportunity to record the activities of a workingw status rural farmstead of the later
Romano-British period. Excavations of rural setiéens of this type have been rarely
undertaken in Leicestershire and evidence natipnwhds to be scarce due to the
insubstantial nature of such occupation sites.

The archaeological remains located had been subjeagnificant truncation by the medieval
ridge and furrow ploughing system and much of tteh@eological evidence will have been
lost as a result. As areas 1 and 2 represent osiyadl portion of the total development area,
it is likely that the activity seen in these areastinues over the rest of the site.

There have been no previous archaeological excagin Appleby Magna and although the
village is mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1@Bé earliest archaeological evidence of
settlement previously known in the village is theu@h of St. Michael, dating to the early
14" century.

The Romano-British occupation site recorded throuwgichaeological excavation has
provided evidence for the early occupation of tremaf Appleby Magna. The evidence for
agricultural activity suggests that all the stagesessary to produce bread flour from the
unrefined crop were being carried out on site,that the production was on a small scale,
perhaps furnishing the requirements of a singlméaead.
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There was evidence to suggest that the small sggieultural practices may have been
carried out within small, insubstantial buildingmssibly consisting of timber structures that
may have supported cob or turf walls. A sequencshaflow gullies, in close proximity to
the corn drying oven, may represent the beam efalise main farmstead building, although
the plough truncation of this area makes it diffita prove this conclusively.

The small assemblage of animal bone recovered thensite indicated that cattle sheep and
pig were being kept and consumed by the inhabitaihtee site. It was unclear whether the
presence of dog and cat bones indicated domesticatscavenging animals. The pottery
sources, reflect local trading patterns with prdiduc centres such as Nene Valley,

Oxfordshire, Derbyshire and Mancetter. The majasityhe pottery found at Appleby Magna

may have come from the kilns at Ravenstone, locapgoximately 9km to the north-east

(Keegan, S., 1995).

The finds assemblage suggested that all the actiirded on site took place around tfe 4
century, and certain more diagnostic sherds okpptiave been dated to the latter half of the
century. The spatial distribution of the archagalal deposits would also suggest that the
evidence represents the activities of a single imgrkarmstead over a short timespan. There
is no evidence of the continuity of the site beydimel 4" century and it is possible that after
this time, the farmstead fell into disuse and bexaart of the open field systems of Appleby
Magna.

11.  Acknowledgements

This report was compiled from information gatheogdsite by the author with the assistance
of Simon Chapman, Martin Shore, Tony Gnanaratnadrja Butler, Jon Coward, Keith
Johnson and Deborah Hawkes. The pottery was anibys®at Marsden, the metal finds by
Martin Shore, the animal bone by Jennifer Brownamgl the environmental analysis was
carried out by Wayne Jarvis, with the guidance ngé&a Monckton. The pottery illustration
was produced by Cain Hegarty. The project manages Ratrick Clay. The project was
funded by Loangain Ltd, while details of the deysi®nt were provided by David Dunbar of
JWA Architects. The site contractors were Voluneetri

12 Archive

The archive is to be held with the Leicestershinesbums, Arts and Records Service, under
the accession number X.A64.1999.

site indices

158 context sheets

19 A2 permagraph sheet pencil drawings of planssactions
3 colour films/ 4 monochrome films

small finds

animal bone

pottery finds

tile and quern

survey data

21 ULAS Report No. 2000/49



An Archaeological Excavation at J11M42, Appleby MagLeicestershire.

13 Publication

A version of the Summary (above) will be publishedlransactions of the Leicestershire
Archaeological and Historical Society in due course.
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